CEMS Honors English 10A--Ms. Reisdorf
Course information
Required materials: Notebook, folder, writing utensil 
*Phone number: 763-506-6688
*E-mail: sarah.reisodrf@anoka.k12.mn.us 

Course Overview
 CEMS English 10A focuses on searching and finding harmony between CEMS fields and English. Though science and engineering may not appear to easily connect to the field of English, it is our goal to bridge the gap this trimester.  We will devote our time to reading complex texts that explore science and engineering at a social level, as well as work on research and presentation skills that will prepare you for your engineering future. 

Trimester Overview (units will be blended)
	*= Major Assignments that fall under Summative Assessment	
Unit 1: Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance / Classical and Romantic Philosophy
	Close Reading:  Writing and Discussion
	Journey Essay Part 1
	Journey Essay Part 2Ms. R’s Schedule

P1:  Eng CEMS 9A, rm 153
P2:  TV Journalism, rm 129
P3:  Prep English Office
P4:  Eng CEMS 10A, rm 153
P5:  Eng CEMS 9A, rm 153

	*Socratic Seminars
	*Online Forum Discussions
		
Unit 2: Rhetoric
	Rhetorical Techniques
	Presentation Skills
	*Rhetorical Analysis Exam
	*On Demand Essays

Unit 3: Chautauqua/Speeches
	Leading Discussions
	Research
	*Speeches

Finals: Zen Socratic Seminar

My Teaching Philosophy:
I not only believe, but expect every student to learn. Grades, though important, are not the driving force of learning. Rather, it is the growth and improvement of skills that results in being a successful student. If you at any point are struggling, it is important that you communicate your worries with me so that we can work together to find solutions. 


Classroom Procedures and Expectations:
A. Class Work You will be expected to have homework assignments turned in on time and completed to the best of your efforts. I realize that some of you may be involved in other activities, both in and out of school. However, it is important that you learn to prioritize your time in order to be a successful student. 
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B.  Attendance
        	Tardies: Class starts as soon as the bell rings, therefore you must be in your seat. All other rules in the student handbook apply.
Unavoidable absences:  When you return from an absence, you must note any missed assignments, turn in any work that was due prior to your absence, and collect any worksheets/notes/etc.  Make arrangements with me on the day you return for any missed quiz or test.  Absences seriously interrupt the flow of optimal learning and teaching.  Frequent absences will no doubt affect your grade since much of what we learn is by direct instruction from me and active involvement by you. If you will be gone for an extended period of time, it is essential that you inform me as soon as you know so that I can plan to help you catch up as soon as possible.

C.  Grading
Grading for the course is based on the assignments, quizzes, tests, papers, and projects.  Total points will be accumulated and grades awarded on the following basis:
 



95-100% = A                       	73-74% % = C
90-94% = A-                        	70-72% = C-
85-89% = B+           	        	65-69% = D+
83-84% = B                         	63-64% = D
80-82% = B-	                    	60-62% = D-
75-79% = C+              		59 and lower = F


Grade Breakdown 							
35% Daily Assignments						
45% Summative Assessments					
20% Final Chautauqua (15% Presentation/5% Audience Participation)  				
						 
Note: Grades are available online and updated as assignments are completed and graded; this is a free, password-protected service. It is important to check your grades weekly so that you do not fall behind. 

Plagiarism: In this English class, all students are responsible for maintaining academic honesty in all of their work according to guidelines provided in the BHS English Department Academic Honesty Policy. Cheating and plagiarism, even if it is unintentional, comes with serious consequences. In this class you will be given the instruction and resources needed to maintain your academic honesty. If students cheat or plagiarize, a series of mandatory interventions will occur according to policy.


